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I am going to say now. There are final chances in the lives
of nations. To-day France, if she will, can put an end forever
to that{ German Menace/ You can cancel the terrible mort-
gage which weighs upon the history of France. You have
before you a Germany nine-tenths of which have complete
confidence in their leader, and that leader says to you: * Let
us be friends!'"

Publication of this interview was deliberately delayed
in Paris for a week, until the Franco-Soviet Pact had been
ratified by the Chamber of Deputies. A week after that
the re-occupation of the Rhineland came like a lightning
stroke. Not that something of the kind was entirely un-
expected, but when Germany marched 30,000 troops into
the demilitarized zone, angry comments on the unilateral
repudiation of treaties filled the Press of France and
England. France was on the edge of war; but after
all the territory occupied by the German troops was
German.

Can we blame Germany for tearing up the restrictive
clauses of the Treaty of Versailles as soon as possible?
Would we not have done the same ourselves, if placed in
a similar position? With regard to disarmament, Ger-
many had offered to limit her forces to 300,000 men, if
others did the same. A whole series of concrete proposals
were made, non-aggression pacts, air-pacts, etc., but the
only agreement concluded was that with Great Britain,
whereby Germany agreed to keep her Navy within a
ratio of 35 per cent, of ours. Hitler's reading of history
had convinced him that anyone who threatened England's
sea-power was bound to fight her, sooner or later, so he
removed that obstacle to peace, in spite of serious opposi-
tion from his naval advisers.

At that time he wanted to be friends with us. He may
still do so. Sooner or later we shall have to come to an
understanding with Germany, and that understanding
will necessarily include a clear delimitation of spheres of